HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
first battle of the next war will be fought over his head,
and he will be the immediate object of it.
As far as modern air warfare is concerned the fact
that Great Britain is an island is in many respects
a disadvantage. The density of population is high,
and industrialization and urban concentration have
still further underlined this circumstance. There are
approximately 119 inhabitants to the square mile in
Great Britain as compared with approximately 90
inhabitants to the square mile in Germany, and the
concentration of the population into a few big towns
makes the actual density in those areas which would be
singled out for air attack much greater. No less than
80 per cent, of the population of Great Britain lives in
towns, and no less than one quarter of the entire
population of the country lives and works in London
and its suburbs.
This intense concentration of the population was an
advantage in many respects as long as the danger of
air attack did not exist. To-day that concentration is
a considerable strategic disadvantage, just as masses of
troops in one spot may be a disadvantage at the front.
Once upon a time troops in battle were drawn up
opposite each other in serried ranks ; to-day both
attacking and defending troops are more dispersed and
distributed over a larger area so that nowhere do they
offer any massed target. London's position towards
modern air attack might be compared with that of
an old-time regiment facing modern weapons. The
greater part of the consumption goods industries lie in
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